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Just as winter is arriving across Canada, the political climate for homeschooling has also
cooled considerably.

When | wrote to you earlier this year, | indicated we were likely to see trouble ahead in at
least five Canadian provinces, and we are definitely seeing the first signs of that now in
at least four of the five....

These actions are all new this fall.

In Manitoba, the provincial homeschooling office is demanding much more detail
about the curriculum and resources parents are using, and insisting that their
homeschooling program “meets equivalency to the standard of education
provided in a public school.”

In Newfoundland, a parent was actually denied permission to homeschool and
ordered to have her child attend a public school simply because, it was claimed,
the parent’s end-of-year report for the child’s past school year was not submitted.
Officials are also asking many Newfoundland parents for much more detail about
the curriculum they’re using, and some of it is not being approved for use.

In New Brunswick, where families commonly notify by mail or e-mail, a very
disturbing order from a school board demanded that parents not only attend in
person at the board office to register for homeschooling, but that they bring their
children with them to the office as well!

And, in Ontario, a province where notification itself is not even required by law, a
school board told home educating parents they must fill out not only a notification
form, but also a multi-page,’Form for gathering information in an investigation.’

And, they are in addition to the actions of many school boards and provincial
governments that began questioning parents earlier this year about their
motivations for homeschooling - a very dangerous development | recently shared
with you, as even entirely legitimate answers (such as, “...to pass on my faith...’)
could lead to new restrictions from ideologically motivated governments.




The bottom line is home educators across Canada are facing increasing scrutiny. In some
cases, officials are acting within the law, but are more aggressive about enforcing certain
aspects of it than they have been in the past. In other cases, they have definitely
exceeded their authority and have no right to make the demands they have made.

The good news is, we have an excellent legal and advocacy team that is assisting many
of the families who are facing the specific challenges | have listed here, and is pushing
back against all the school boards and governments that have overstepped their authority.
And, we are having real success in doing so.

But, there is substantial cost involved in achieving that success. And, we have been truly
stretched financially in meeting all these challenges - (legal bills are expensive!)

We are reaching the limit of our capacity to meet any additional challenges without extra
funding. Yet, we know there are going to be additional challenges ahead. We don’t want
to be in a situation in the coming weeks or months where homeschooling is seriously
threatened in another province or school district and we are simply unable to provide all
the legal resources that are needed to fully defend the rights of families.

So, as you consider your end-of-year giving this year, would you please consider a
generous donation to CCHE so that we can continue advocating for educational choice,
and legally defending our home educating community, with excellence?

Thank you,

Pt Stk

Peter Stock
Executive Director, CCHE
Canadian Centre for Home Education

PS: CCHE receives 100% of its funding from supporters of home education and takes no government
funding. Your generous donation qualifies for a charitable tax credit.
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