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Since | last wrote to you, just before Christmas, some new challenges have arisen in a
number of provinces across Canada. While these new challenges may not remove our
homeschool freedoms right away, they are part of a disturbing trend we are seeing
develop over the last couple of years. I'll tell you more about these new challenges
later in this letter.

But first, you might remember | already wrote to you about these concerning
developments:

® Requests by a school board for far more information than required in Ontario;

e Qutright denial of permission to homeschool in Newfoundland over a paperwork
dispute;

® Also in Newfoundland, failure of the province to approve many curriculum
choices;

e Demands for much more detail about curriculum choices in Manitoba;

¢ |nsistence that a family attend a school board office, along with their children, to
register to home educate;

® Adisturbing new trend emerging in several provinces where school board or
ministry officials are surveying home educating families and asking about their
motivations for homeschooling.



Of course, what we are seeing in a number of these cases is a lack of understanding
of the law on the part of school board officials, and in other cases (especially those
concerning curriculum) a lack of knowledge about the truly excellent resources we
have available to us as home educators.

Because of your support we have a Legal Fund at CCHE that allows us to pay for the
legal expertise to address many of these challenges as they arise. Sometimes a simple
phone call or a letter from our lawyer is enough for a government official to back down
on their demands. Other times, however, we may well spend months in negotiation with
a ministry of education about their intransigence on curriculum choices.

And, while we often manage to resolve these challenges in the interests of our
homeschooling community, we should recognize the alarming motivations behind
the increasing number of government interventions in recent years. There are
essentially two major factors involved.

First, there is the issue of funding. When a homeschool family leaves the public
system, their public school loses grant money of anywhere from $12,000 to $16,000 per
child, depending on the province. If just a family of four leaves the school, that is a
starting teacher’s salary gone from the budget. So, given the money involved we can
understand why some officials will try to pressure families not to leave.

The other factor is ideological in nature. It is the reason probing survey questions are
asked. It is the reason that the Province of Quebec insists that home educated children
must write public school exams. And, it is the reason that excellent curriculum is not
approved in some provinces. Some government officials and politicians want your
children to be taught their own ideology, be it climate cataclysm, ‘alternative’ lifestyles,
DEl, native spirituality, ‘anti-colonialism’, marxism, etc., and they use the power they
have to try to impose their ideology on home educating families.

So, as | mentioned at the beginning of this letter, there are some additional challenges
that have arisen just this year.

In British Columbia, the NDP Government of that province has just shut down an
on-line ‘school’ that served home educating families. (In some western provinces, home
educators register with specific schools). This particular closure will make it very
challenging for those whose children have certain learning disabilities to access the
specialized resources they have been accessing. This comes on the heels of
substantial funding cuts in the past few years to other independent (usually Christian)
schools that homeschoolers commonly register with. By comparison, public schools in
BC that register homeschoolers did not see any cuts to their funding, indicating a clear
ideological preference for the public system.

In Manitoba, the Public School Boards association recently debated a resolution that

demanded funding from the government for their school boards to support “partnerships
with homeschooling families”, including funds for “instructional support, and participation
in school-based programs and activities.” While this resolution was eventually defeated,



it is another reminder of the mindset of many elected officials, this time at the school
board level. This is an example of elected officials motivated by both a desire for more
funding and a desire to introduce public school ideologies into homeschools.

Finally, a matter of great concern is developing in Quebec where a provincial election is
scheduled for this fall. It certainly looks like the current CAQ government, which has
done so much to undermine home education freedom these past eight years, is going
to be defeated. However, we are concerned that the party that has been leading in the
polls for many months, the separatist Parti Quebecois, may actually be worse than the
CAQ. When home education was finally regularised in Quebec in 2017, the PQ
demanded tough restrictions including one that the curriculum used in home education
be equivalent to that used in public schools.

Please support us as we continue to defend the rights of home educating families in
provinces right across Canada.

Even if your own province is seemingly a free place to homeschool right now,
remember it only takes a single election or even just a new Minister of Education to
change all that.

Your support will help us to fight the legal battles happening today, and to better
prepare for those that certainly lie ahead.

Remember your donation qualifies for a charitable tax credit. We receive no
government funding and rely solely on homeschool supporters such as yourself for our
entire budget. Please give generously.

Thank you,
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Peter Stock
Executive Director, CCHE
Canadian Centre for Home Education
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