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About HSLDA
The Home School Legal Defence Association of Canada (HSLDA) is a national 
organization that empowers, protects, and encourages homeschooling families 
across Canada. 

As a non-profit organization, any funds that we receive are used to further 
the mission and goals of our organization. We are a membership-based 
organization. This means that people become members of HSLDA and our 
resources, in turn, go to benefit our members. HSLDA is thousands of member-
families strong, united in purpose, providing strength and encouragement for 
homeschooling families across the country.

www.HSLDA.ca



A Note from our President
 
As we all dig into another school year, the ranks of home educated children benefitting from customized curriculum 
and instruction are being swelled by many newcomers. According to the Fraser Institute, the number of children being 
homeschooled is increasing by about 5% every year, despite an overall decline in school age population.

There are many reasons more and more families are choosing home education. For some, the public system is simply 
unable to deliver satisfactory instruction for children with exceptional needs. Others are deeply concerned with the 
radical humanist philosophy pervading every aspect of the curriculum, including an increasingly bizarre approach to 
‘sex ed’. A lack of discipline in the classroom and bullying in the school yard drive others to seek alternatives.

However, the biggest reason of all may simply be that homeschooling has become mainstream in Canada. It is 
increasingly understood as a pathway to academic excellence. Canadians are generally aware of home education now 
and see it as a legitimate choice. Of course, it is not an easy choice for a family to make. It takes a lot of time, energy and 
financial sacrifice. HSLDA’s main role is to support your family once you’ve made that choice. So, let us know how we 
can help!

Did you know we also have a critical role in law and politics? We defend your right to homeschool in the courts. And, 
we work in partnership with provincial organizations to improve the law and the climate for homeschooling in every 
community. This fall, legislation that will impact home education is making its way through the Québec legislature. 
Please pray about this new law and for a bright future for homeschooling families in Québec.

Sincerely,

Peter Stock 

P.S. Consider partnering with me and the Canadian Centre for Home Education (CCHE) to advocate for the homeschooling 
community through support and research. Whether you donate once or become a regular giver, your generosity will 
make a lasting impact. You can make a donation online: www.cche.ca/donate or by phone: 519.913.0318. Thank you for 
supporting the future of home education!
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Court Report
Ostiguy decision
By Megen Zelinka
 
On June 21st, 2017, the appellate court in 
Québec released the Ostiguy decision, 
overturning the trial court decision of 
September 16th, 2016. In the trial decision, 
the judge found that a homeschooling father 
failed to fulfill his obligation to ensure that his 
daughter (age 11) was receiving an adequate 
education. HSLDA supported the father in 
challenging and overturning that decision.

The father appealed the trial decision on 
grounds that the trial judge did not consider 
expert evidence supporting the father’s claim that 
his daughter was receiving an adequate education at 
home. The appellate court accepted his submissions on 
this point, and noted that the trial judge's reasons were 
"insufficient and elusive" as to why he did not accept the 
father's expert evidence on the child's academic development. 
The trial decision was overturned on this ground.

Additionally, the appellate court observes and reaffirms earlier court precedent 
established that Youth Protection courts do not have jurisdiction to punish parents who fail to get the approval of 
the school board to homeschool their children. The court's focus must be on evaluating whether there is educational 
negligence which is impacting the child's development. A simple failure to obtain the school board's approval is not in 
itself grounds for finding negligence.

Join thousands of Canadian families that have the peace of mind that comes with a HSLDA membership. You can relax 
knowing that HSLDA has an expert team on your side with over 20 years of experience. Joining is easy! Connect with us 
online: www.hslda.ca or call us for more information: 519.913.0318.
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Provincial Update: 
Québec
Bill 144 
On June 9, 2017 the Minister of Education, Sébastien Proulx, introduced Bill 144 in 
the National Assembly. This bill proposes revisions to the Education Act relating 
to homeschooling in Québec.

Some Good News
• Homeschooling continues to be a valid, legal educational choice for families
• Homeschooling no longer has to be equivalent to public schools
• The homeschooling community has made an impact on Bill 144
 

Key Elements of Bill 144 Relevant to Homeschooling
• Written notice to the school board about your intention to homeschool
• Parents have to provide “appropriate” homeschooling
• A learning project has to be submitted (to be defined)
• Families have to comply with government regulations (currently undetermined)
• A Guide for school boards and parents on good homeschooling practices (to be written)
• A provincial advisory panel on homeschooling (to be established)
 

Some Concerns Include:
Youth Protection Services Involvement 
If the school board suspects the parents are not appropriately providing education, youth protection services can still 
be involved.

Expansion of Information Sharing Amongst Government Agencies 
Information can be shared between government departments for the purpose of gathering evidence.
 
On September 6, 2017 HSLDA and ACPEQ submitted a joint report to the committee reviewing the bill. The presentation 
was well received and we look forward to continuing the process toward the vote within the coming months.

How You Can Help!
Although the Québec government intends to create greater regulations and accountability within homeschooling, they 
still need input from Québécois homeschoolers. Email us at info@hslda.ca to share your thoughts on how you would 
like to see the homeschooling policy develop in Québec.

Consider making a one-time donation or becoming a regular giver to support ongoing efforts to advocate on behalf 
of all home educators. Make a donation online: www.cche.ca/donate or by phone: 519.913.0318. Thank you for your 
generosity!



HELPING FAMILIES THRIVE THROUGH 
HOME EDUCATION SUPPORT & 

RESEARCH
We want to see more families embrace homeschooling by providing the resources 
they need for success. With your support we can help families thrive and show all 

Canadians the benefits of home education. Consider making a one-time donation or 
become a regular donor to support our ongoing efforts. 

The Canadian Centre for Home Education (CCHE) is an advocate for the 
homeschooling community; and, provides ongoing support and research to elevate 

how Canadians think about home education. 

OUR APPROACH
Families in Need

When a homeschool family is faced with serious illness, sudden death or 
abandonment, we want to be there to help. CCHE has a benevolence fund to assist 

families in extreme need to provide relief for homeschool-related essentials.

Advocacy
CCHE is the trusted voice in home education and respected among national policy 
makers, academia and the media. Our team of experts consistently provide support 
during legal challenges that affect homeschoolers. Our unique position enables us to 

protect the freedom for all Canadians to home educate.

Research
CCHE takes pride in presenting accurate and relevant facts about home education 

through quality research. Understanding the facts about home education is essential to 
building a healthy community and country.

 
Your support plays a critical role in building a stronger and healthier Canada. With 

your help we can continue to help home educating families in need; advocate on their 
behalf; and, present accurate research to influence the culture. Make a donation online: 

www.cche.ca/donate or by phone 519.913.0318.
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Before and After: 
The Life of a Homeschooler 
 
By Morgan Currier

He’s a twenty year old student studying at John Abbott College in Quebec. Like all his peers, he's currently hard at 
work, juggling exams, socializing, and keeping his grade averages steady. But unlike his peers, Michael H. has a unique 
educational history, since he hasn't always been in the public school system. That’s because Michael’s parents decided 
to homeschool both him and his two siblings. 

Now, this may cause you to ask some questions: How did he go from homeschooling to college? Did doing school at 
home allow him to be a normal teen? What about socialization? Was it hard to adjust to life after homeschooling?

Let’s take a look at what Michael H. has to say on the subject: 

Q: How did you get your high school diploma and graduate? 
A: “I took distance education courses that were Quebec issued and recognized by the School Board. I studied 
at home, and then took some exams. I also went to Place Cartier for one semester to study English and 
Chemistry. All of this got me the credits I needed to graduate.” 

Q: What did your curriculum look like at home? What does it look like now? 
A: “While homeschooling, my curriculum was eclectic, and included many books and videos. I was doing 
most of my studying independently, with a few exceptions. Everything was homework. Now, I need to sit in 
a classroom with the same teacher for a certain number of hours, then go home and do homework as well.” 

Q: Do you find homeschooling made socializing difficult for you now that you’ve transferred to college? 
A: “No. Not at all. If anything, my homeschooling experience has enabled me to socialize more easily; it also 
afforded me a better balance between my studies, and investing in my social life.” 

Q: Overall, can you comment on which environment you prefer? 
A: “Definitely the homeschooling environment. It allowed me to learn the way I learn best.” 

As you can see, Michael H., who is now a very diligent student at John Abbott College, seemed not only to have no issue 
transitioning between homeschooling and public education, but he also professes a strong preference for studying at 
home! 

And why not? He had everything a student could possibly want at his disposal: a rich and varied curriculum; the freedom 
to independently study the subjects which interest him at his own pace; an environment that allowed him to grow in 
all the best ways; ample opportunities to socialize; and, create lasting relationships with other people. And to top it all 
off, homeschooling provided him with a smooth pathway to higher levels of education, which he has traversed with 
eagerness and zeal.  

But perhaps most importantly, homeschooling never took the joy out of learning for him a joy that so many public 
schools struggle to impart and preserve. And because of that, Michael H. continues to excel at everything he applies 
himself to, both inside and outside of the classroom.
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HSLDA meets with WQSB
Improving relations one step at a time
By Louise Frazer
 
One of HSLDA’s many roles is mediator between homeschool families and school boards. This role can take on 
many forms: from coaching parents to respond constructively to schools’ demands, to meeting school board 
administrators. As HSLDA’s member services assistant, I had the opportunity to meet with Stewart Aitken, Director 
of Education, at the Western Québec School Board (WQSB) last fall We discussed several key issues, such as 
improving relations between homeschoolers and the school board, and evaluations.

In the past, families were subjected to challenging demands by the school board and calls to the youth protection 
agency. Although Stewart is new to this role, he is mindful of the apprehension within the homeschooling community.

In an effort to strengthen the communication, Stewart offers services for registered homeschoolers in the WQSB territory, 
such as passwords to IXL Math and a free online library. I thanked him for his effort; but, cautioned against trying to 
force materials on homeschoolers (they must have the freedom to choose). Stewart appreciates the need for freedom 
in curriculum; and, he is particularly sensitive to children with exceptional needs since schools are not always equipped 
to support them. Fortunately, he is also aware of the many positive aspects of homeschooling.

Nonetheless, when a parent withdraws their child from school, Stewart tries to understand why. I clarified that frequently 
the decision to homeschool is not a judgment of the school, teacher or principal; but, a positive decision of preference. 
Of course, we both admitted that in some cases there is animosity, but I assured him that HSLDA encourages families to 
maintain respectful relations with schools. 

I also explained that homeschoolers desire respect in return. Once a parent makes the weighty 
decision to homeschool—often forfeiting both career and salary—schools don’t need to 

question their decision and motives.

In addition, Stewart acknowledged that the Ministry’s end-of-year in-school elementary 
school exams are not mandatory for homeschoolers. However, high school exams 
are required if students wish to earn their Secondary School Diploma. His depth of 
knowledge on this subject matter was appreciated. With regard to end-of-year portfolio 
evaluations, Stewart has delegated those to the homeschooling family’s “local school”. 
In cases where there is too much tension between the principal and the family, Stewart 
offered to see them himself and invited me to call him if need be.

Since this meeting, it has been easier for me to advise members on how to interact 
with the WQSB. Speaking with the man in charge of the homeschooling files and 

knowing he is available to talk through obstacles and misunderstandings is 
definitely beneficial. If every school board was willing to meet likewise, tensions 

could diminish and seemingly insurmountable differences could dissipate. I 
am hopeful that similar meetings will follow.
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It's all about relationships
By Louise Frazer
 
The National Leadership Conference (NLC) this year met in beautiful, historic Québec City. Homeschool leaders from 
eight Canadian provinces benefited from various workshops and enjoyed laughter and meals together. Although the 
schedule was busy, there was ample opportunity to exchange ideas, encourage each other, rekindle old friendships and 
discover new ones. Conference topics ranged from serious and factual to rollicking and humorous; but, all encouraged 
discussion and questions among participants.

Michael Smith opened the conference with the admonition that relationships are primordial, not academics. He 
reminded parents that if children are equipped to learn, they can fill in the gaps later in life, if needed, but good 
relationships last a lifetime. Rodger Williams presented a practical workshop on responding to common criticisms of 
homeschooling and showed attendees how they can also answer electrically-charged questions from critics. The future 
of the homeschooling movement in Canada was explored by HSLDA president, Peter Stock. He examined various topics 
ranging from future services for HSLDA members to digital marketing which was followed by a lively and productive 
discussion. Sam Black from Covenant Eyes presented three workshops on dealing with porn and its effects, as well as 
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Top: The cruise along the St-Lawrence River was enjoyed by all.

Bottom: Riveting speakers discussed timely topics and offered practical advice.

prevention. He also discussed how to have direct conversations with our children and how to keep the conversation 
going. Leaders simultaneously laughed and were challenged by Phil S. Tuttle of Walk Thru the Bible in his two-part 
session on Josiah.

Homeschool graduate, Sam Oosterhoff who was recently elected to the Ontario legislature, challenged homeschoolers 
to get involved in politics to preserve their rights and freedoms. After his session, he graciously answered various 
questions pertaining to his own homeschool experience and perspective. As homeschool leaders search for a better 
understanding and strategies to reach their membership, and future members, Gerald Huebner filled that gap with 
statistics and snapshots of the diverse needs of modern homeschool families. He also presented a glimpse into the 
global homeschool scene and invited those in attendance to the global homeschool conference to be held in Russia 
in May 2018.  

There were many enlightening workshops, including specific sessions to empower and encourage teens. Each session 
was informative and challenged the attendees to strive toward the next level in their leadership roles. Time would fail 
us to adequately describe the depth of this conference; but, the impact of NLC 2017 will continue to make a lasting 
impact on the attendees.
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Top left: The youth enjoyed food, fellowship, and workshops planned 
especially for them.

Top right: Sam Oosterhoff, homeschool graduate and MPP, encouraged 
homeschoolers to get involved in politics.

Middle: The sessions were challenging and thought-provoking.

Bottom left: Ned at da Falls. Ned and his sidekick Obama taught us all

Bottom Left: Provincial leaders and support group leaders from across Canada 
attended the annual National Leadership Conference in Québec City.

Bottom right: Québec City offers many family-friendly attractions.



We've Gone Social!

HSLDA wants to stay in touch with each of our nearly 5000 members! 
However, since it seems a bit presumptuous to invite ourselves over for 
dinner, we’ve come up with another plan. HSLDA is on social media! Visit 
our website, subscribe to our YouTube channel, follow us on Pinterest, and 
like us on Facebook. Occasionally, we’ll even pop by your email inbox. This 
is the simplest and most efficient way for us to get information out to you in 

a timely manner. 

HSLDA wants to stay connected to YOU! 

Thank you for joining in on the conversation.   
(And invite your friends! We want to support them in their 

homeschooling, too.)
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Enhancing Home Education 
with Self-Organized 
Learning Environments
Innovative methods challenging traditional 
education
By Dinah Whitton
 
Imagine a world with self-organized learning and educators only serving as guides. While some might call this 
unschooling or perhaps a familiar aspect of homeschooling, this social experiment threatens traditional educational 
methods. A Self-Organized Learning Environment (SOLE) enables children to work collaboratively on the internet to 
learn without direct assistance from a teacher.

The idea that children require a teacher in a traditional classroom to learn was challenged by Dr. Sugata Mitra in 1999. It 
all started in a New Delhi slum where Dr. Mitra and his colleagues literally placed computers in a hole in the wall nearby 
their office. The computers were equipped with hidden cameras and internet access for anyone to use. Within a short 
time curious inexperienced children gathered and figured out how to use the computer and even started teaching 
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others. The first “Hole in the Wall Experiment” proved successful and prompted Dr. Mitra to place more computers in 
various towns and villages. Over 30 Learning Stations were scattered across India and provided the same conclusion: 
children can learn without traditional teaching methods. Dr. Mitra presented his bold theory at the 2013 TED conference 
and received the first one-million dollar TED Prize. The first School in the Cloud was opened to high school students in 
Killingworth, England.

SOLES at Work
Natalia Arredondo was among the many educators intrigued by this new model of learning. As an experienced special 
education teacher in New York, Natalia was compelled to contact Dr. Mitra. Since she worked in an inquiry-based 
school, she applied the SOLE model to the dual language classroom she piloted. “I tried it with all learning abilities 
and I was blown away,” said Natalia. “The more they asked questions, the more they were able to do.” Using only the 
internet, the students collaborated to answer “Big Questions” – interesting and challenging questions to stimulate the 
discovery process. Mentors are also included in the “Granny Cloud” in some SOLE locations. The Grannies connect 
with the students through Skype to foster their natural curiosity concerning their Big Question. Some Grannies have 
also helped students learn another language over a series of sessions. With the continued success Natalia invited local 
school principals to personally witness students in action. “One principal was amazed to see how engaged the children 
were and how they didn’t complain about reading for an hour.”

Natalia became the coordinator of the first North American SOLE lab in Harlem, New York, and is a PhD candidate with 
a focus on SOLE. 

Homeschooling with SOLE
Since SOLEs can be initiated by anyone regardless of location, Natalia believes this is especially ideal for homeschooling 
families. “SOLE advocates self regulation and you decide how to do it,” said Natalia. Parent-educators can also present 
unanswered questions based on a unit study, group activity or project. This method promotes the development of 
critical thinking and problem solving skills. 

Although the recommended age ranges from 3-12 years old, a mixed age group encourages the children to use each 
other’s strengths to succeed. Younger ones who may not be able to read can use their curiosity to build the momentum 
while older children record the findings. There are only four rules: 1) Find a group; 2) You can switch groups; 3) Share – 
see what others are doing and report to your group; and, 4) Present your findings in any way. “Competition is eliminated 
and not enforced; so, it’s like putting a puzzle together,” said Natalia. Sessions typically last for 90 minutes with each 
group’s captain providing the communication between the adults and children. The School in the Cloud recommends 
using large computer screens so the children can easily see and interact. In addition to internet access, a reliable firewall 
should be established. A trusted adult should be in the room to redirect children if anything inappropriate appears. 

What’s Next? 
Homeschooling families can easily incorporate the SOLE method of learning within their cooperative groups and 
even at the local library. Many libraries are equipped with smart boards and multiple computers to support this 
initiative. With the daytime flexibility of homeschooling families, librarians would likely welcome such a positive 
use of the library. This could also be an interesting activity during a co-op session to help your children work 
together while gaining valuable knowledge. 

Since children never seem to run out of questions, this is an innovative way to utilize their curiosity to support 
what they’re learning at home. Consider getting together with another family to use this method to help with a 
fun group project. Regardless of the subject matter, this is another great way for children to build on their skills 
and knowledge. “Children’s questions come from a very authentic place,” said Natalia. “They can transform what 
they learn into applied knowledge.”

For more information about SOLEs, visit: https://www.theschoolinthecloud.org/
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Making the Big Leap
After Homeschool
Standing on a solid foundation  
for a successful life
By Morgan Currier
 
Nathan B is the youngest in a family of six, and the last 
person to be homeschooled in his household. Although 
he completed his home education quite some time ago, 
he is still no stranger to being closely questioned about 
his experience.

‘But isn’t your social life suffering?’ This query is often posed 
by his concerned, publicly educated peers. Or sometimes, 
someone who only has a minimal understanding of what 
homeschooling is will ask: ‘Isn’t homeschooling only for 
the educationally impaired?’. And of course, nearly anyone 
who hasn’t homeschooled or been homeschooled 
themselves will want to know: ‘How do you transition 
from learning at home into the public system?’.

These questions, asked in a skeptical tone, and many more like 
them, have been thrown around for years now, even though 
homeschoolers know they are unreasonable. Nathan, who 
was homeschooled for 12 years, is a prime example.

When asked whether homeschooling damaged his social 
life or skills, Nathan responds with a resounding “No!”  

“I have been involved in many social activities, such as 
summer day camps, drama classes, and have been actively 
involved in several part-time workforces with the need for 
someone with higher social capabilities.” He adds.   

“Having done these things throughout the years, I have 
grown consistently in my social skills. I am enjoying the 
pleasures of life, no more, nor less, than anyone else I 
know.” 

Nathan B also made it clear that his education was very 
well-rounded, and that it continues to be so, in large part 
thanks to his homeschooling roots.

“Homeschooling gave me the solid foundation I needed 
to enter the public system.” He asserts confidently. 

“Moreover, the character growth I experienced was 
irreplaceable, and I would not trade that for all the 
knowledge in the world.” 

Now he’s on the brink of graduation, and is looking 
towards the future with the same bright hopes as his 
institutionally schooled peers. When asked what his 
plans are concerning his graduation:“I will be entering the 
province’s adult education program to graduate.” 

Nathan B is well-qualified and capable of achieving his 
goals thanks to his homeschool education. 

So let’s recap! 

Social adjustment and integration? Check! 

High standards of education and achievement?  Check! 

Smooth integration into society?  Check! 

What’s not to love here? 

Nathan B is just one solid example of how homeschooling 
is linked to successful life outcomes. Time after time, the 
results of homeschooling stand up to even the most 
stringent criticism.

Yes, Homeschooling is a viable, holistic educational option.  

No, Homeschooling does not cripple a student’s social 
skills, nor does it impair their ability to create lasting 
relationships. 

Yes, Homeschooling can, and will, amply prepare a student 
for higher levels of education. 

Nathan B is one of thousands who have gone on after 
homeschooling to become a valuable, well-adjusted 
member of society. The only remaining question is this: 
why aren’t more people doing school at home?

14FALL 2017 hslda.ca 
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You Can Teach Your 
Preschool Child at Home

Our FREE (one-year) preschool membership is designed to help you give 
your preschoolers the best start on their journey of learning. The work 
you are doing with these little ones is so important and we want to help 
you to navigate these years with confidence and fun! Whatever your 
long-term plans are for homeschooling, you are giving your children a 
fabulous foundation of learning, confidence, and freedom to try that will 
set them up for a lifetime of learning success. We’d count it a privilege to 

be part of that story. 

HSLDA: the partner in your preschool success.

Joining is easy! Visit hslda.ca/membership
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The Many Facets of 
HSLDA’s Member Services
 
By Kerry Mullenix
 
HSLDA is pleased to serve nearly 5000 member families across Canada. We often ask our members upon their renewal 
for Evaluation of Service comments. It is interesting to hear a common response from many members, “no services used 
this year”.

HSLDA is not just about providing protection and legal services to our members.

Have you contacted our office for:
• Information about postsecondary?
• A letter needed for a government service (CRA review, Ontario Works, Service Canada)?
• Required a homeschool verification letter for a student job, student identity card through ISIC or support letter for 

postsecondary entrance or to write a GED?
• Access to our provincial homeschooling laws and fillable notification forms?
• Insurance coverage for a homeschool activity or event?
Guess what??? You have utilized one or more of the many member services that HSLDA membership provides.

Postsecondary
It is important to be thinking ahead and researching the requirements for admission to your institution of choice by the 
time your child is in Grade 10 or 11. Admissions requirements can differ from school to school, and even from program to 
program within the same school. Even though the process is a bit more complicated, your student’s application should 
be considered acceptable by the vast majority of institutions. Access our new Member Portal members.hslda.ca/ for 
information on the journey to postsecondary admittance.

CRA Review of Child and Family Benefits and Credits
In this instance, if you homeschool, a letter from the school board or appropriate educational authority is required as 
proof that the children live with you. HSLDA has been recognized as such however we can only speak to the years that 
your family has had membership with us. So HSLDA membership is of great benefit.

Provincial Homeschool Notification and Reporting
Homeschooling is legal across Canada. We have provided very clear, but brief, outlines of what your province requires, 
along with any paperwork or forms that you may need. You can read the specifics of homeschooling in your province 
and find the fillable homeschool notification reporting forms on the HSLDA Member Portal members.hslda.ca/. We are 
always happy to assist with any questions you might have.

Verification/Support Letters
From time to time, we provide support letters to assist members with student jobs, student identity cards, postsecondary 
acceptance or writing GED.

Evaluation of Service, not just legal. HSLDA does so much more.
We take pride in the services we are able to offer to our members. Please contact us with any questions or assistance 
you may need on your homeschooling journey. Our team is here and happy to help. HSLDA: the partner in your success.
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Portfolios Revisited
Our Step-by-Step Guide Makes it Easy!
By Louise Frazer
 
Portfolios are valuable tools to document a child’s progress in provinces with mandatory evaluations, and even as 
part of the post-secondary application process (as well as treasured keepsakes!). They highlight projects and activities 
throughout the year, containing samples, pictures, and documents. Last August, we met a busy homeschool mother 
struggling while assembling her child’s portfolio. Despite her best efforts she was exacerbated and in desperate need 
of assistance. To help with these challenges, we produced a blog series outlining the steps to building a portfolio 
throughout the year. This entire series is available in HSLDA’s blog archives.

The key to taming the paper (or digital) tiger is to systematize your collection early in the school year. Organize a binder 
for each child with plastic sleeves and a separator for each subject and/or digital files in a similar fashion. 

Since Language Arts is foundational to all other subjects, it is critical to show the diversity in genres both in reading 
and writing. Besides pages from workbooks, showcase writing samples in various stages of development, from 
brainstorming to final product. 

Not only can academic subjects appear in your portfolio, but professional evaluations, outings and group activities as 
well. Keep the brochures from museums, and photos of these events. Take photos of intricate projects or artwork rather 
than risking damage to fit into a plastic sleeve. Other subjects such as science, history, and physical education all play a 



part in your portfolio as well. How they appear will depend on your educational style. 

Fortunately, portfolios lend themselves to every educational style. Although the project-based approach can be 
somewhat challenging to document, the idea is to ensure representation of work in several spheres. Photos and 
descriptions of the project and goals clarify the learning competencies. Even if projects are shared by siblings, be sure 
each child maintains their own portfolio and highlight their input. 

As a core subject, it is imperative to keep records for math. Tests and workbook pages are obvious choices, but that can 
be problematic when not using traditional textbooks. However, careful documentation of concepts learned, as well as 
screenshots for online programs, or even photos of children using manipulatives can appear in the portfolio. Be sure to 
collect samples throughout the year of the various concepts. 

Another category to include is second language learning. While reading and writing samples can be gathered in the 
same manner as their first language, speaking and listening samples can pose a challenge. Recording your child reading 
or speaking can solve that issue, as well as documenting activities or travel involving their second language. 

If you follow these procedures, you will have an almost-completed portfolio by the end of the year. With just a few 
finishing touches, such as an introduction written by the parent-educator, you will be ready to present it, whether to 
doting grandparents or skeptical administrators. 

Before heading out
Use our checklist to ensure all is complete.  
Then give yourselves a pat on the back for a job well done!

 

Blog Round Up:

https://hslda.ca/putting-together-a-portfolio-the-hard-way-confessions-of-an-organizationally-challenged-
homeschool-mom/ 

https://hslda.ca/portfolios-demystifying-an-essential-tool/

https://hslda.ca/portfolios-language-arts-at-its-best/

https://hslda.ca/documenting-the-extras-throughout-the-year

https://hslda.ca/portfolio-series-presenting-additional-subjects-student-portfolio/

https://hslda.ca/portfolios-documenting-project-based-approach/

https://hslda.ca/portfolios-math/

https://hslda.ca/portfolio-series-second-language-learning/

https://hslda.ca/pf11-preparing-presenting-portfolio-attending-school-reviews-renewed-confidence/

https://hslda.ca/portfolio-checklist-making-sure-everything-ready/
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40814018

Home School Legal Defence Association
32B-980 Adelaide St. South
London, ON N6E 1R3

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE ITEMS TO  
HSLDA Canada  
32B - 980 Adelaide Street South 
London, Ontario N6E 1R3

ABOUT HSLDA CANADA
The Home School Legal Defence Association of Canada is a national non-profit organization 

designed to support and to protect homeschooling families in Canada. By providing affordable 
legal services and insurance, and by fostering a community of support and encouragement, 

HSLDA makes homeschooling better. Membership with HSLDA is inexpensive, but invaluable. 
Contact the office today to find out how HSLDA can help you achieve the homeschooling 

results you desire. HSLDA: the partner in your homeschooling success.

 To join HSLDA, visit our Website at www.hslda.ca

You may also contact our office by phone at 519.913.0318  
or by email at info@hslda.ca

After you have finished reading Homeschool with HSLDA, 
pass it on to a friend! 


