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Mirroring the growth in the homeschooling movement in Canada, CCHE
saw signiﬁcant growth in 2018 in all areas of its activities and in the
number of its supporters.
Despite making steady progress in promoting the value and beneﬁts
of home education, we were provided with a sharp reminder that, even
in provinces where homeschooling has long been ﬁrmly established,
a family’s rights can still be threatened by a government.
Alberta home educating families saw many of their homeschool-facilitating
institutions threatened with closure by the Minister of Education simply
because they do not subscribe to his views about faith and sexuality.
CCHE is strongly committed to defending the right of parents to direct
the education of their children; we ﬁnancially supported the ‘Bill 24’ case,
a high-proﬁle Alberta court case, that defends those rights. A decision is
expected in early 2019.
While our freedoms were challenged in some provinces, we saw forward
movement in others, including in Québec where home educators have
often faced outright persecution in the past. A new law aﬃrming the
right to homeschool in Québec was implemented in the fall of 2018 and
thousands of families are now free to educate at home without interference
from their local school board.
Our eﬀorts are not limited to Canada. When CCHE was founded, the vision
included impacting the rest of the world, as well, and our global initiatives
are bearing fruit. The third global conference was held in Russia in 2018 and
we played a leading role in making it a success. We are also engaged in
nation-speciﬁc initiatives to build organizations that will grow our movement
in various countries. We maintain that normalization of home education in
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THE HOMESCHOOLING
MOVEMENT IN CANADA
CONTINUES TO GROW

FROM
PETER’S
PERSPECTIVE

diverse countries, both in law and in practice, makes it easier to defend
our rights here in Canada.
Here at home, CCHE supports the growth of our own national movement
by investing in provincial and local leaders. They are encouraged to take
advantage of a valuable opportunity to network, share best practices, hear
from experts, and support each other by attending our annual National
Home Education Conference. We hosted the conference in Edmonton in
2018, and we will be in Ottawa in 2019.
Generous supporters of CCHE have also allowed us to serve a number
of homeschooling families experiencing diﬃculties through our Familiesin-Need program. For example, we purchased curriculum to allow a family
to continue home educating despite having lost their home in a ﬁre.
The homeschooling movement in Canada continues to grow, and growth
brings its own problems, including increased pressure from entrenched
interests: school boards, teachers unions, and education bureaucracies.
CCHE is embarking on an ambitious public relations campaign to promote
the beneﬁts of home education and encourage more young parents to
consider homeschooling, mainstreaming this option. Our goal over time
is to move public opinion so ﬁrmly in support of home education that no
politician, from any political party, will ever again threaten our rights.
Will you partner with us as we work to serve the home education
community in 2019?

Peter Stock

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

cche.ca
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Standing Up For
You and Your Rights
Going to court to defend the right to homeschool is very
expensive, and usually beyond the capacity of most families.
Through the support of our partners, CCHE is empowered
to come alongside families in times of crisis and provide
legal assistance. Our eﬀorts have borne fruit, not only for the
families involved, but for the entire homeschooling movement.

Home education freedoms may also
face a serious threat in British Columbia
where the ‘SOGI’ sexual education
agenda could be imposed on thousands
of homeschooling families participating
in the “enrolled” homeschool option in
that province.

6
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BRITISH COLUMBIA

Most recently, CCHE has been ﬁnancially
supporting a court challenge to Alberta’s Bill 24,
a bill that denies certain parental rights in the
educational system. This has led to threats by
the Education Minister that he will shut down a
number of homeschool facilitating institutions.

[ $21,000 ]

QUÉBEC

Even in provinces where homeschooling is unchallenged by the
government, CCHE is frequently called upon to defend families from
the unwarranted attentions of a school board oﬃcial or social worker.
Despite the generosity of our supporters, we simply can’t help every
family. As such, our limited resources are often focused on cases
where setting a precedent can be of support to other families who
ﬁnd themselves in similar legal challenges.
CCHE also works with governments to improve education laws and
create greater freedom for home education. In the Province of Québec
we continue to consult closely with the Ministry of Education as an
oﬃcial guidebook and various forms are developed for homeschooling
under the newly-implemented law. Our ongoing work with Ministers of
Education in other provinces is also generating results. Also, upcoming
provincial elections in 2019 in Alberta, Newfoundland and Labrador,
and Prince Edward Island will present opportunities to discuss home
education with newly appointed Ministers.

THROUGHOUT CANADA

ALBERTA

For instance, our consistent defence of parents’
right to direct their children’s education in the
Province of Québec over the last several years
led to a number of important court victories.
The legislature recently re-wrote the law and
the new law aﬃrms the right to home education
and has stripped school boards of their power
to regulate homeschooling.

LEGAL
POLICY
AND
INTERVENTION
FUND

Promoting and defending parental rights is at the core of what CCHE
does. The freedom to home educate is integral to other activities. With
the support of our partners and donors CCHE will continue to vigorously
defend your rights in the courts and advocate with political leaders.

cche.ca
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Coming Alongside
Homeschoolers
Beyond Our Borders
CCHE’s Global Initiatives are helping build the foundation
for home education in nations around the world, beneﬁting
children and families everywhere.

THE NORMALIZATION OF HOME EDUCATION
IN DIVERSE COUNTRIES, BOTH IN LAW AND IN
PRACTICE, MAKES IT EASIER TO DEFEND OUR
RIGHTS HERE IN CANADA.
2018 was a watershed year for home
education internationally. The Global
Home Education Conference, held in
St Petersburg and Moscow, Russia,
drew over 1000 attendees to learn
from researchers and homeschool
veterans representing more than
40 nations, including Kenya, China,
Latvia, Spain, Colombia, and Australia. More than 30 scholarly research
papers were presented during the
conference, which will be published
in book form by a major academic
publisher, Peabody, early in 2019.
CCHE played a key role in organizing
and contributing to the Global Conference, sending speakers as well as
two Canadians presenting research:
University of Montreal Professor
8
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Christine Brabant and Mr. Justice
Dallas Miller. We were honoured that
the conference itself was chaired
by CCHE’s own Board Chairman,
Gerald Huebner. Canadians are
taking the lead internationally, facilitated by the support of CCHE’s
partner donors.
We are also supporting nation-specific initiatives in countries such
as Hungary, where CCHE supports
Pastor Imre Szőke who travels
throughout his land promoting the
beneﬁts of home education, as that
nation struggles to rid itself of the
many legacies of its communist past.
Likewise, CCHE welcomed Ukrainian
home-school leaders Sasha and

[ $44,000 ]
GLOBAL
EDUCATION
FUND

Olesia Romancha to Canada for
several weeks of training in mid-2018
to help prepare them as they build a
home education movement in their
native land. In Russia, Europe’s most
populous country, homeschooling is
exploding with tens of thousands of
families already engaged in it with both
the endorsement of their government
and the support of the Russian Orthodox Church.
In 2019, CCHE plans to support the
pan-African Home Education conference to be held October 17-18 in
Pretoria, South Africa. Additionally, we
will continue with our eﬀorts to grow
the global movement as preparations
continue to come together for the next
Global Home Education conference
in the Philippines in the fall of 2020.

We believe it is a privilege
for CCHE to equip leaders
in other lands so that, like
Canadians, they can also
experience the joy home
education brings.

IMRE AND
KRISZTINA SZŐKE
FROM HUNGARY

cche.ca
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Life in Verse
We were thrilled with the response to our very ﬁrst HSLDA Poetry
Contest, Life in Verse. Thankful for our partnership as the contest
proﬁts go directly to the work at CCHE. Thank you to each
homeschooling student from across the country who took the time
to send in such carefully crafted poems.

The Man and the Fly
“I’m dying,” said the man, and tears were falling from his eyes.
For all his 90 years, he didn’t want to say goodbye.
He hadn’t yet accomplished the thing he wanted most,
And he knew his chances would be spent once he became a ghost.
The man lived in a lonely house, all full of empty walls.
He was the only creature there to walk the silent halls.
Neither friends or family or career did he ever achieve,
And when he took his ﬁnal breath, there was not a soul who’d grieve.
The man had an obsession, it was this that drove him mad,
A foolish dream that robbed him of the life he should’ve had.
What was this wish, that stole his peace, on the day he was to die?
He cried because in all time he’d never learned to ﬂy.
I suppose he didn’t die alone, another being was near.
Another nearing life’s cruel end with every lonely tear.
But no comfort did this presence bring the dying man, you see,
For the soul was just a ﬂy, though one as pitiful as he.
“I’m dying,” said the ﬂy, his tiny form consumed with grief.
Though he was old and weak, death oﬀered no relief.
He’d never found a mate, nor any oﬀspring did he father.
For all his 19 day on Earth, he all of them did squander.
When other ﬂies were buzzing, being bugs as best they could,
He walked and wished and worried and did not do all he should.
When he died, why did he wail, as best as insects can?
It was because, for all his dreams, he never learned to be a man.

1st
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TIE - CATEGORY 3

Martina O - Drayton Valley, AB
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To read all the winning poems, visit hslda.ca/poetry-contest

LIFE IN
VERSE

Home at Last

Mountains high and earth of old, rock hard pillow made of stone
A ﬂeeting dream that comes and goes, fading ﬂower, wilting rose
Meadows green, and oceans cold, all this I know is not my home.
A darkness seeps while we sleep, but within me a great love grows
Streets of gold and glistening sky, bright shining walls of crystals high
This I know will stay the same, as thunderous whisper calls my name
I know when this day is done, on wings of Eagles I will ﬂy
Mighty paws that shake the ground, as age old lion shakes his mane
This I know will come to be, as all unite and merge as One
Drinking water from the dust, a nomad on this earth I roam
Flaming pillar in the sky, I seek His glory like the sun
Rotting ‘til your kingdom comes, I’ll bloom the day I return home.
I’ve learned to hear my Father’s voice; this I’ve learned from Holy tome,
I rejoice as one who waits, for someday soon, I will be home.

1st

CATEGORY 2

Elianna G - Ingersoll, ON

Longing for Home
Bombs bursting all around me,
Cries of agony and woe,
Choking smoke is all I see,
People running to and fro.

Family I do greatly miss,
Father, mother, sister, son.
Especially my wife’s sweet kiss.
Ah, she is my only one.

I’m a soldier here each day,
Watching my brave comrades die.
“Keep calm! Carry on!’’
But now is this goodbye?

Oh thirty-two Station Road,
The house with the yellow door,
(My heart, ‘tis a heavy load)
I fear I’ll see it no more.

1st

CATEGORY 1

Tressey B - Steinbach, MB

cche.ca
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Homes in the World:

A Metaphysical Free Verse Poem
rising falling
lashing striking crashing
splashing snarling ﬂashing war.
endless shadowy
stormy ocean
cruel ocean
uniform
chaos.
selﬁsh
seething
sorrowing
wroth waves
bent on destruction.
great stygian waves
baring snowy-white teeth
and roaring with thunder.
enormous mountains of water
all of them bent on destroying small
Ships
sailing through shadowy seas searching, striving for warmth and peace.
the weak ships do not ﬁnd it.
Surrounded by this sea there are islets.
Here a soft breeze blows through the trees, and plays in the green pastures.
Here is heard the singing of birds, and laughter of clear waters.
Here the rocks mock the angry sea that cannot make them corrode.
Here the storm-war does not matter, for
Here it is still remembered what the waves have forgotten:
Above the dark clouds there is the Sun!
Here ships are carefully crafted by hand,
Built to withstand the waves.
When they are strong, when they are ready, they will
Part the dark waves and see the Sun.

1st

TIE - CATEGORY 3

Miriam N - Lethbridge, AB

We look forward to our next contest, starting soon:
Life in Focus, a photo contest!
12
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Filling the Gap:
Helping Families
In Crisis

[ $5,200 ]
FAMILIES
IN NEED
FUND

THE TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE THE FUND
PROVIDES CAN HELP ENSURE A CHILD’S SCHOOL
YEAR CONTINUES UNINTERRUPTED WHILE THE
FAMILY WORKS THROUGH THE CRISIS.
Crises such as losing a home in a ﬁre, suﬀering severe injury in a workplace accident,
marital breakdown, major illness, unexpected job loss, or even the death of one
parent can happen to homeschooling families at any time. Hard times create hard
choices and home education may be set aside when there is no money. The CCHE
Families in Need Fund provides temporary support to families who ﬁnd themselves
in situations of ﬁnancial crisis, allowing them to continue home education through
their time of emergency.
The Fund cannot meet all the needs a family in crisis may have, but a modest
grant may help to purchase curriculum, provide assessments, or supply certain
resources for a child with special needs. The temporary assistance the fund
provides can help ensure a child’s school year continues uninterrupted while
the family works through the crisis.
Anyone who is home educating in Canada can apply to the Families in Need
program. Those who apply for a grant go through a pre-qualiﬁcation assessment
before funding is determined and allocated. While not everyone who applies for a
grant will qualify, the need for such a program is undisputable. Life often delivers
the unexpected and it becomes necessary to rely on the assistance of others.
With your support, CCHE stands with these families, alleviating their distress and
enabling them to regain their footing.

cche.ca
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Reaching Many,
One Story At a Time
Homeschooling is continually gaining ground as a reputable
and eﬀective form of education. Still, many Canadians
associate the practice with old stigmas and remain unaware
that organizations like CCHE exist, or that homeschooling is
even legal in Canada. This lack of awareness was one factor in
CCHE’s decision to hire a Media Relations Specialist.
In order to expand our influence
and inform a wider audience of the
beneﬁts of home education, CCHE
is aligning itself with key media
influencers and advocates. In an
era when countless social platforms
are at our ﬁngertips, the challenge
becomes ensuring that the right
message reaches the right channels.
CCHE is working to do just that by
delivering informative homeschooling updates in a timely fashion. By
analyzing demographics and readership trends throughout Canada, we
are narrowing our focus and energy
to appropriate mediums.
We are producing newsworthy pieces
for print and are now extending our
reach to online digital newspapers, as
well as popular family and educational
magazines. Presently, we are producing relevant content for mothers of
preschoolers, as an accessible entry
point into homeschooling.
14
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A radio pilot project is currently
underway in Southwestern Ontario.
Our goal is to connect with families
living in densely populated college
and university towns. A large proportion of these individuals expressed
that family life, education, and child
rearing are of greatest importance
in their daily lives. It is our opinion
that they will be most receptive to
the homeschooling message. Their
response will help drive a portion
of CCHE’s marketing plans for the
remainder of the year. CCHE has also
secured airtime on publicly broadcasted television. In addition to this,
we will be making return appearances
on independent podcast programs
that appeal to a homeschooling
audience. With a combination of
earned and paid media ventures,
we resolve to be recognized as the
leading expert in all homeschool
related topics.

[ $78,000 ]
HOMESCHOOL
ADVOCACY
AND
AWARENESS
FUND

While all this is underway, we are already connecting with potential partners
whose organizations support the goals and vision of CCHE. Through these
strategic partnerships, CCHE will co-host various events as yet another way
of establishing media coverage and inﬂuencing public opinion.
By connecting with educational researchers who specialize in home education
analyses, CCHE is bringing added accreditation to the important message we
endorse.
Your support is integral to CCHE reaching its goals. We are continually searching
for unique content, which is one way you can have an impact. By sharing your
story with CCHE, you can help those outside the homeschooling community
connect positively with the idea of homeschooling. Individual success stories
create a deeper impression than statistics alone, and are a powerful tool when
combined with the latest research.

Are you ready to share your story? Visit cche.ca/media
today and ﬁll out the form to help CCHE reach even more
Canadians with our important message.

cche.ca
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Building Into
the Homeschool
Community
From its founding, CCHE has sought to support and
encourage the leadership of provincial and local
homeschool organizations. Our primary activity is the holding
of an annual conference where leaders can network, share
best practices, hear from experts, and be inspired to grow
home education in the regions where they live.
The conference is held in a diﬀerent
city each year, and in September of
2018 our 18th Annual National Home
Education Conference took place
in Edmonton. A record number of
attendees from across Canada made
the journey to Alberta’s capital at a
time when our freedoms are under
assault in that province.
Over the course of the conference
attendees heard from three generations of political leaders starting
with the inestimable Ted Byfield,
founder of Alberta Report Magazine,
followed by former national Leader
of the Opposition Stockwell Day, and
concluding with current Alberta Opposition Leader Jason Kenney. Each, in
turn, spoke of the history of the home
education movement and the critical
importance of political engagement in
defence of our rights.
16
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We were encouraged by the advice
of seasoned homeschoolers such
as Ken Noster who shared on the
unique opportunities homeschoolers have and the need for families to
take advantage of such opportunities.
Former Member of Parliament Russ
Hiebert spoke to the importance of
being proactive in our advocacy of
homeschooling with our elected
representatives and how to lobby
eﬀectively.
Historian Dr. Michael Wagner stirred
attendees with an insightful review of
Canada’s great cultural heritage, while
Justice Centre lawyer Jay Cameron
gave a compelling update on Alberta’s
Bill 24 court ﬁght.
Townhall-type sessions allowed
attendees to share best practices,
voice their thoughts and concerns,

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US
FOR THE 2019 NATIONAL HOME
EDUCATION CONFERENCE!

and ask questions of panelists and
HSLDA staﬀ. Topics covered included
‘Great Ideas for Great Conferences’,
‘Getting Better Laws: How to Lobby
Your Elected Representatives,’ and
‘Gaining Better Access to postsecondary Institutions’.
Thirty-eight teens attending the youth
track of the conference took part in
resolving an international crisis by
becoming country ambassadors in
a two-day-long simulation produced
by Generation Joshua. This next

[ $50,000 ]
LEADERSHIP
TRAINING
FUND

generation of leaders were thrilled to
participate in the National Conference
and many show promise as the future
leaders of our movement.
Additional beneﬁts are gained apart
from the conference schedule.
Connections are made in the hallways,
mentorship is fostered by veteran
homeschoolers to those just starting out, and bonds of friendship are
formed over meals, discussions, and
evening board games.

In 2019, the National Home Education Conference takes
place in our nation’s capital, Ottawa, on September 26-28.
Generation Joshua returns again for our teens. We hope you
will join us! For more information and to start planning your trip
visit: cche.ca/national-home-education-conference
cche.ca
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What is the partnership
between The Home
School Legal Defence
Association (HSLDA) of
Canada and Canadian
Centre for Home
Education (CCHE)?

CCHE is a charitable organization that
promotes home education in Canada
and around the world through research
and distinct programs. Tax deductible
donations enable CCHE to support
families in home education challenges
including, the Families in Need program
and the Legal Defence Fund.
www.cche.ca
18
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HSLDA
WITH
CCHE

HSLDA OF CANADA AND
CCHE ARE TWO ORGANIZATIONS
THAT WORK TOGETHER TO
SUPPORT HOME EDUCATION IN
UNIQUE WAYS.

HSLDA is a reliable membership
organization for Canadian
homeschoolers that provides daily
contact for everyday homeschool
questions, resources, insurance, and
legal advice.
www.hslda.ca

cche.ca
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