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From Peter’s
Perspective
By every estimate, home education continues to grow at a
remarkable 5 percent per year in Canada, despite the fact
that the overall population of school-age children is slowly
shrinking. There are now more than 100,000 children
experiencing the benefits a home education provides, and
that is something to be celebrated!
CCHE continues to play a leading role in promoting and
defending our parental right to direct the education and
raising of our children. For a small organization, we have
been able to have an oversized impact in support of our
movement. But we continue to face real challenges.
Last year I wrote of the threat to home education in
Alberta and the new birth of freedom Quebec families
were beginning to experience. In one short year, things
have reversed course dramatically. Alberta has elected
a new, pro-home education government, removing the
threat, while the new government in Quebec is stamping
on the newly won freedom and demanding home educated
children write public school exams.
Elsewhere, despite the legal status of home education,
child protection workers are increasingly involved in
investigations of homeschool families. Nowhere is this
more evident than in Ontario, a province where home
education has long been a legally recognized choice.
Our constant need to defend our homeschool freedoms
across Canada reminds us that our freedom isn’t free.
Since CCHE doesn’t take government money, it is only
with your support that we are able to do this work.

Our constant need to defend our homeschool
freedoms across Canada reminds us that our
freedom isn’t free.

Your generous donation helps support various important
initiatives undertaken by CCHE:
•

First and foremost is the work we do in lobbying provincial
governments and fighting precedent-setting cases in court. We have an
experienced legal and lobby team that regularly delivers results.

•

Next is the academic research we fund and publicize, which proves the
value of home education to the general public and is used in our defence
in court cases and in dealing with governments.

•

We also invest heavily in training existing and future leaders of our
movement across the country.

•

And, to ensure no family is left behind, we provide modest support to those
in temporary financial need to allow them to continue homeschooling.

•

Finally, we share our knowledge and expertise as Canadian
homeschoolers as a gift with emerging home education leaders from
nations around the world as they seek to build their own national
organizations and communities.

CCHE is the only organization in Canada doing this work on a national level and
in the following pages you will find more details about what we accomplished last
year. We look forward to your continued support in 2020 as we seek to further
Inform, Influence, and Inspire.
Sincerely,

Peter Stock

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CCHE
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Standing up
for your rights
across Canada

$ 26,500
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LEGAL POLICY & INTERVENTION FUND

British Columbia

Premier John Horgan

As the result of an inquiry into an appalling child abuse
case, the Representative for Children and Youth in BC
recommended that the Ministry of Education determine
how many students with special needs are registered
homeschoolers, and consider if additional support and
guidance should be offered. Hard cases make bad law, and
CCHE is encouraging the BC Government to evaluate this
recommendation with caution, as the existing system has
worked well for BC families for many years.

Quebec

Jean-Francois Roberge,
Minister of Education

Alberta

Quebec remains the most difficult
jurisdiction in which to home educate in
Canada. And, in early 2019, Education
Minister Roberge imposed a requirement
that homeschoolers begin writing the
exams their public school counterparts
write. Quebec is a major focus of
CCHE advocacy efforts, as the exam
requirement creates an even greater
burden for home-educating parents and
students, without any meaningful benefit.

Premier Jason Kenney

A new government represents a new
approach to home education. Instead of
threatening to shut down homeschoolfacilitating institutions like the previous
government, the newly elected
government of Premier Kenney in Alberta
is actively consulting home education
organizations, including CCHE, on how
to better serve homeschool students.

Manitoba

Kelvin Goertzen,
Minister of Manitoba Education

The Government of Manitoba held a public consultation on
improving the education system in 2019. While the state of
the law affecting home education is generally good in the
province, CCHE made recommendations for improvements
in how the law should be applied in practice.
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Ontario

Todd Smith, Minister of Social Services

Despite having one of the most accommodating laws on
home education in Canada, Ontario homeschool parents
face more investigations by child protection workers
(Children’s Aid Society) than any other province. CCHE is
lobbying the Ontario Government to address the current
overreach of some of its agencies.

cche.ca

7

Proactively Supporting
the Global Home
Education Movement
What can a nation like
Canada accomplish in the
world? When it comes to
sharing the good news about
home education, it turns out,
we can do quite a lot!
In 2019, CCHE was able to support the
mission of a number of volunteers to
nations in Eastern Europe and Africa.
In February, CCHE Chairman Gerald
Huebner travelled to Ukraine for a week
and spoke to gatherings in a number
of cities. In May, HEMS Nova Scotia
President Stephanie Jackson and her
daughter, Abbie, also spent three weeks
in Ukraine and spoke to groups in
different cities.

With homeschool leader family
(Romanchas) in Ukraine

In October, the first pan-African Home Education Conference
was held in Pretoria, South Africa. CCHE Executive Director
Peter Stock and CCHE Board Director Russ Hiebert spoke and
offered encouragement to the few hundred attendees who came
from several African nations. They also travelled to Swaziland
and met with a leading politician who is keen to support home
education as well as a dynamic couple who are homeschooling
their daughters in the capital city, Mbabane.

Pan-African Home Education Conference
With homeschool support group in
Kryvih Rih, Ukraine
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GLOBAL EDUCATION FUND

With veteran home educators (Ovsyaniks)
in Cherkassy, Ukraine

Subsequent to these latest visits,
families there have come together to
launch their own homeschool support
organization in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, a city
of over 600,000 people.
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Alexey Komov - Russia, Canute Wasawa - Kenya, Russ Hiebert - Canada, Peter Stock - Canada,
Ronell van Rooyen - South Africa, Mike Donnelly - USA
Pretoria, South Africa
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GLOBAL EDUCATION FUND

While we see the value in supporting the growth of home
education overseas simply because it is valuable to every
child and family no matter where they live, the improved
status of homeschooling worldwide also has an impact in
Canada as politicians and judges here come to recognize
that many other nations embrace the very real value home
education delivers.
Still, homeschooling remains prohibited
or extremely challenging in a number
of nations and is only just beginning in
others.

Russ Hiebert, Peter Stock, Nthabiseng Magongo, Dr. Themba Magongo
Swaziland, South Africa

Also in October, Gerald and Bev Huebner
returned to Eastern Europe on an eightweek mission to talk to audiences about
home education in several nations.
Starting in the country of Georgia,
they spoke to families, churches, and
gatherings there, as well as in Ukraine,
Belarus, and Hungary.
CCHE continues to support the work
of Pastor Imre Szoke in Hungary as he
seeks to build a national home education
organization in his homeland despite
new government regulations that could
severely restrict the ability of Hungarian
parents to homeschool.

In response, CCHE is supporting
the 4th Global Home Education
Conference planned for Manila in
the Philippines in 2021.

With Zhanna Tishkov Belarus homeschool
mom and pastor’s wife in Belarus

See GHEX.World for more information.

With Pastor Imre Szoke in Hungary

10 Annual Report 2020

The Global Conference will bring
together academic researchers, judges,
politicians, faith leaders, and homeschool
leaders from around the world to discuss
best practices, better laws, and the
way forward for our movement. CCHE
supports the Global Conference.

Speaking on home education in Tbilisi,
Georgia
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Help in
Times of Crisis

$ 3,500
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FAMILIES IN NEED FUND

For many in such a crisis situation, buying school books may
seem like a luxury when putting food on the table is the top
priority. So, to allow such families to continue homeschooling
through their time of crisis, CCHE provides one-time grants of up
to $500 for the purchase of curriculum and other homeschoolrelated needs.
Anyone who is home educating can apply for a grant and an
assessment is done to determine who may receive funding.
Those in greatest need are given assistance to ensure their
children can continue their education at home uninterrupted.
Your generous support ensures that families aren’t left behind
and that we continue to sustain and grow our homeschool
community.

Times are tough for some homeschooling families. The current
crisis is affecting many parts of the economy. Across Canada
there are families facing unforeseen challenges: job loss, a serious
accident on the farm, a cancer diagnosis, a house fire, or even
a death in the family. What do families do when their income, or
their home and all their possessions, are suddenly gone?

Across Canada there are families facing
unforeseen challenges.
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Answering
All the Questions

$ 80,000
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HOMESCHOOL ADVOCACY & AWARENESS FUND

So, after a year of development work and planning in 2019,
CCHE will be publicly launching its Homeschool.Today
marketing initiative in early 2020. This initiative will help us
answer those questions for the public.
Homeschool.Today is, as it sounds, a website. It is a website
that aims to answer the most common questions people have.
But it is also a comprehensive marketing effort that includes
paid advertising using targeted digital ads as well as a media
relations campaign that seeks to engage with the public via
newspaper, radio, and television interviews.

Most Canadians are aware of homeschooling, but few could tell
you much about how it actually works. Many have questions
like “How do homeschooled kids get into university?”, “Is that
even legal?”, and, of course, “What about socialization?”
You know there are great answers to all the questions people have,
and CCHE wants to be proactive in sharing these with the public.
To this end, our goal is to increase the knowledge Canadians
have of home education and to sway public opinion so positively
that no politician will ever attempt to restrict our freedoms.
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In addition to swaying Canadian public opinion, Homeschool.
Today will also help encourage parents of young children to
become familiar with the benefits and seriously consider home
educating. And, by using the broad reach of digital advertising
and mainstream media, we will reach many families that might
not otherwise consider home education.

Our goal is to increase the knowledge
Canadians have of home education and to sway
public opinion so positively that no politician will
ever attempt to restrict our freedoms.
cche.ca 15

Encouraging
Homeschool Leaders
Across Canada
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$ 50,000

LEADERSHIP TRAINING FUND

Participants also heard from a number of lawyers on the state
of our parental rights and homeschool freedoms and what
we can do to address challenges to our rights and freedoms.
Gerald Huebner and Stephanie Jackson recounted their varied
ventures in Eastern Europe, where they spoke to numerous
gatherings of home educators and those considering the option.
Meanwhile, the youth track participated in a model parliament
and did so in Parliament itself.
Investing in leaders from across Canada is one of the essential tasks we undertake
at CCHE. Our primary method of doing so is by gathering with them at our National
Home Education Conference (NHEC) every September. In 2019, the NHEC was
held in our nation’s capital, Ottawa.
The conference provides the opportunity to hear from experts, share best
practices, and be inspired. A youth track that runs concurrently invests in our next
generation of leaders.

Our National Home Education Conference originally planned for this
September in beautiful Halifax, Nova Scotia has been postponed for one
year. We encourage you to join us at this event in September 2021, both for
your own inspiration and to help strengthen the homeschooling movement
in Canada. We hope you will take advantage of this opportunity to network
with homeschooling families from across Canada. See Halifax2021.com
for more details.

The NHEC is unique in Canada. It is the only conference
that ministers to existing homeschool leaders and helps
encourage those who are moving into leadership. In
these ways, it plays a major role in bringing unity to our
homeschool movement nationally.
In 2019, participants were challenged by Augustine College’s Dr. John Patrick,
National Post columnist John Robson, and Parents As First Educators President
Tanya Granic Allen. A town hall session allowed participants to share their
successes and learn how to avoid failures as well as learn what their colleagues
in other provinces were doing.
16 Annual Report 2020
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HSLDA with CCHE

We are thankful for
the partnership between
the Homeschool Legal
Defence Association of
Canada and the Canadian
Centre for Home Education.

Two unique organizations with a common goal:

to support the Homeschool
Movement in Canada

&
CCHE is the charitable
organization that promotes
the growth of Homeschooling
across Canada and around
the world. As you have read
in our report, we do this via
five aspects of support: Legal
Policy & Intervention, Global
Education Support, Families in
Need, Advocacy & Awareness,
and Leadership Training.

HSLDA is the non-profit
organization that provides
ongoing, expert-level support
to member families across
Canada. The support we offer
includes advice on everyday
homeschool questions, access
to insurance, resources like
our digital library and, most
importantly, legal protection for
your family.

Your donation helps to ensure
that home education is a
choice for many more families.

Your membership provides for
the defence of our freedom to
home educate.

www.cche.ca

www.hslda.ca
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